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Reflections on Today’s Readings

Today’s liturgy holds up before us the call to
go into the world to proclaim the gospel of
the crucified and risen Lord. Luke’s account
of Jesus’ sending out seventy of his disciples
to announce the Kingdom of God is also a
call to us. We were first called and
commissioned in our baptism when we
promised to strive to live as disciples of
Christ, and promised to proclaim by word
and example the good news of God in Christ.

The first reading takes up the story of Elisha,
the successor to Elijah. This prophet is more of
a wonder-worker than his master had been.
Here he acts as the agent of God in healing a
foreigner who had been a major threat to
Israel. The healing of Naaman was a sign to

the people that the God of Israel is the true
God and Elisha, God’s prophet. Jesus would
use this story as a sign that God calls all
people, not just the Jews.

The second reading is the conclusion of the
letter to the Galatians. Paul insists that those
who demand outward signs of faith have
failed to see that the true outward sign of
faith is Christ’s crucifixion and the change in
our way of living which faith in Christ
crucified brings. That faith produces people
who will proclaim Christ and struggle
against those evils in this world that

destroy human life.

In baptism we, like Elisha and the seventy
disciples, are commissioned and empowered
to carry on God’s work. At the conclusion of
every liturgy is a dismissal, a sending forth
of all God’s people. Again, in the dismissal
today, we hear Jesus sending us out as he did
the seventy, to proclaim the coming of the
Kingdom and to heal all who suffer.

Adapted From The Rite Light: Reflections on the Sunday Readings and Seasons of the Church Year. Copyright © 2009 by Michael W.

Merriman. Church Publishing Incorporated, New York.

Welcome to Christ Church: If you are visiting for the first time, please fill out the welcome cards
in the pews and hand it to a member of the clergy after the service. Books and resources for
children are located on the table near the side left door. Although there are customary postures
(such as standing and kneeling) in Episcopal worship, you are invited to be seated at any point,

according to your needs and comfort.
The Holy Eucharist

[9:30 a.m. service]

Prelude Voluntary in D Minor William Walond
Siciliana - Allegro
Richard Benefield, guest organist
Welcome
% All stand, as they are able, as the clergy enter or the bell tolls.
[9:30 a.m. service]
Processional Hymn 718 God of our fathers National Hymn

Presider Blessed be God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit.



People And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

Presider and People: Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from
you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ
our Lord. Amen.

The Collect of the Day

Presider The Lord be with you.
People  And also with you.
Presider Let us pray.

0 God, you have taught us to keep all your commandments by loving you and our neighbor: Grant
us the grace of your Holy Spirit, that we may be devoted to you with our whole heart, and united to
one another with pure affection; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

A Collect for Independence Day (transferred from July 4)

Lord God Almighty, in whose Name the founders of this country won liberty for themselves and for
us, and lit the torch of freedom for nations then unborn: Grant that we and all the people of this land
may have grace to maintain our liberties in righteousness and peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord,

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

% The people sit.

The First Reading

2 Kings 5:1-14

Reader A Reading from the Second Book of Kings

Naaman, commander of the army of the king
of Aram, was a great man and in high favor
with his master, because by him the Lord had
given victory to Aram. The man, though a
mighty warrior, suffered from leprosy. Now
the Arameans on one of their raids had taken
a young girl captive from the land of Israel,
and she served Naaman's wife. She said to her
mistress, "If only my lord were with the
prophet who is in Samaria! He would cure
him of his leprosy." So Naaman went in and
told his lord just what the girl from the land
of Israel had said. And the king of Aram said,
"Go then, and I will send along a letter to the
king of Israel." He went, taking with him ten
talents of silver, six thousand shekels of gold,
and ten sets of garments. He brought the
letter to the king of Israel, which read, "When
this letter reaches you, know that I have sent
to you my servant Naaman, that you may cure

him of his leprosy.” When the king of Israel
read the letter, he tore his clothes and said,
"Am [ God, to give death or life, that this man
sends word to me to cure a man of his
leprosy? Just look and see how he is trying to
pick a quarrel with me." But when Elisha the
man of God heard that the king of Israel had
torn his clothes, he sent a message to the
king, "Why have you torn your clothes? Let
him come to me, that he may learn that there
is a prophet in Israel." So Naaman came with
his horses and chariots, and halted at the
entrance of Elisha's house. Elisha sent a
messenger to him, saying, "Go, wash in the
Jordan seven times, and your flesh shall be
restored and you shall be clean." But Naaman
became angry and went away, saying, "l
thought that for me he would surely come
out, and stand and call on the name of the
Lord his God, and would wave his hand over



the spot, and cure the leprosy! Are not Abana
and Pharpar, the rivers of Damascus, better
than all the waters of Israel? Could I not wash
in them, and be clean?" He turned and went
away in a rage. But his servants approached
and said to him, "Father, if the prophet had
commanded you to do something difficult,

Reader The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

Psalm 30 (read responsively by verse)

would you not have done it? How much more,
when all he said to you was, "Wash, and be
clean'?" So he went down and immersed
himself seven times in the Jordan, according
to the word of the man of God; his flesh was
restored like the flesh of a young boy, and he
was clean.

1 T will exalt you, O Lord, because you have lifted me up *

and have not let my enemies triumph over me.

2 O Lord my God, I cried out to you, *
and you restored me to health.

3 You brought me up, O Lord, from the dead; *

you restored my life as [ was going down to the grave.

4 Sing to the Lord, you servants of his; *

give thanks for the remembrance of his holiness.

5 For his wrath endures but the twinkling of an eye, *

his favor for a lifetime.

6 Weeping may spend the night, *
but joy comes in the morning.

7 While I felt secure, I said, "I shall never be disturbed. *
You, Lord, with your favor, made me as strong as the mountains."

8 Then you hid your face, *
and I was filled with fear.

9 Icried to you, O Lord; *
[ pleaded with the Lord, saying,

10 "What profit is there in my blood, if I go down to the Pit? *
will the dust praise you or declare your faithfulness?

11 Hear, O Lord, and have mercy upon me; *
O Lord, be my helper."

12 You have turned my wailing into dancing; *

you have put off my sack-cloth and clothed me with joy.

13 Therefore my heart sings to you without ceasing; *

O Lord my God, I will give you thanks for ever.

The Second Reading
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Reader A Reading from the Letter of Paul to the Galatians

Do not be deceived; God is not mocked, for
you reap whatever you sow. If you sow to
your own flesh, you will reap corruption from
the flesh; but if you sow to the Spirit, you will
reap eternal life from the Spirit. So let us not
grow weary in doing what is right, for we will
reap at harvest-time, if we do not give up. So
then, whenever we have an opportunity, let
us work for the good of all, and especially for
those of the family of faith. See what large
letters [ make when [ am writing in my own
hand! It is those who want to make a good
showing in the flesh that try to compel you to

Reader The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

[9:30 a.m. service]
Sequence Hymn 209, vv. 1-2

The Gospel

We walk by faith

be circumcised- only that they may not be
persecuted for the cross of Christ. Even the
circumcised do not themselves obey the law,
but they want you to be circumcised so that
they may boast about your flesh. May I never
boast of anything except the cross of our Lord
Jesus Christ, by which the world has been
crucified to me, and I to the world. For
neither circumcision nor uncircumcision is
anything; but a new creation is everything! As
for those who will follow this rule- peace be
upon them, and mercy, and upon the Israel of
God.

St. Botolph

Luke 10:1-11, 16-20

Gospeler The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke

People

Glory to you, Lord Christ.

The Lord appointed seventy others and sent
them on ahead of him in pairs to every town
and place where he himself intended to go. He
said to them, "The harvest is plentiful, but the
laborers are few; therefore ask the Lord of the
harvest to send out laborers into his harvest.
Go on your way. See, [ am sending you out like
lambs into the midst of wolves. Carry no
purse, no bag, no sandals; and greet no one on
the road. Whatever house you enter, first say,
‘Peace to this house!" And if anyone is there
who shares in peace, your peace will rest on
that person; but if not, it will return to you.
Remain in the same house, eating and
drinking whatever they provide, for the
laborer deserves to be paid. Do not move
about from house to house. Whenever you
enter a town and its people welcome you, eat
what is set before you; cure the sick who are
there, and say to them, "The kingdom of God

Gospeler The Gospel of the Lord.
People  Praise to you, Lord Christ
% The people sit.

has come near to you.' But whenever you enter
a town and they do not welcome you, go out
into its streets and say, 'Even the dust of your
town that clings to our feet, we wipe off in
protest against you. Yet know this: the
kingdom of God has come near.' "Whoever
listens to you listens to me, and whoever
rejects you rejects me, and whoever rejects me
rejects the one who sent me." The seventy
returned with joy, saying, "Lord, in your name
even the demons submit to us!" He said to
them, "I watched Satan fall from heaven like a
flash of lightning. See, I have given you
authority to tread on snakes and scorpions,
and over all the power of the enemy; and
nothing will hurt you. Nevertheless, do not
rejoice at this, that the spirits submit to you,
but rejoice that your names are written in
heaven."



Sermon The Rev. Mark Pendleton
% A brief period of silence follows the sermon.

The Nicene Creed (said together)

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,

the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,

God from God, Light from Light,

true God from true God,

begotten, not made,

of one Being with the Father.

Through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:

by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;

he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
Prayers of the People

Please Stand or Kneel

As we pray this morning, let us not grow weary in doing what is right. Let us appeal to God, who is
our Strength, praying, “Hear, O Lord, and have mercy upon us.”

We ask you, O Lord of the harvest, to send out laborers into your harvest. Grant us the grace of
your Holy Spirit, that your Church might freely proclaim, in word and deed, the good news of your
6



Kingdom.
Silence

Hear, O Lord,
Have mercy upon us.

Give us, O God, the opportunity and the will to work for the good of all. Give us hearts for the
people you love.

Silence

Hear, O Lord,
Have mercy upon us.

We thank you, Almighty God, for the gift of water. In it Naaman was cleansed from his disease. By it
the whole earth is refreshed. Through it we are reborn by the Holy Spirit.

Silence

Hear, O Lord,
Have mercy upon us.

Gracious God, we thank you for our freedom. May we use it to bear one another’s burdens and to
live in peace.

Silence

Hear, O Lord,
Have mercy upon us.

O Lord, our helper, you turn wailing into dancing; you dress your children in joy. We pray that you
would restore to health all those who cry out to you.

Silence

Hear, O Lord,
Have mercy upon us.

Today we pray for Joe, Peter, Chris, Mary Ann, Sue.

We invite your prayers either silently or aloud.

Silence

Holy God, it is our joy that you write our names in heaven. In the fullness of time, raise us, with all
the saints, to eternal life that we might give you thanks forever. We remember those who have

died.
Silence



Hear, O Lord,
Have mercy upon us.

Presider: O Lord our God, accept the fervent prayers of your people; in the multitude of your
mercies, look with compassion upon us and all who turn to you for help; for you are gracious, O
lover of souls, and to you we give glory, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, now and for ever. Amen.

We pray to you also for the forgiveness of our sins.
Silence may be kept.

Leader and People

Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father;

in your compassion forgive us our sins,

known and unknown,

things done and left undone;

and so uphold us by your Spirit

that we may live and serve you in newness of life,
to the honor and glory of your Name;

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Absolution

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ,
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

The Peace

Presider The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People And also with you.

% The people greet one another in the name of the Lord. The Peace may be expressed by shaking
hands, bowing, “fist or elbow bumps’, namaste greeting, putting hand over heart, waving, making the
peace sign, and by offering a smile.

July Birthday Prayer:

Watch over your children, O Lord, as their days increase; bless and guide them wherever
they may be. Strengthen them when they stand; comfort them when discouraged or
sorrowful; raise them up if they fall; and in their heart may your peace which passes
understanding abide all the days of their life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Announcements

The Holy Communion

[9:30 a.m. service]
Offertory Hymn 608 Eternal Father, strong to save Melita

8



[8:00 a.m. service at the Presentation of the Gifts]

Presider All things come of thee, O Lord.
People And of thine own have we given thee. Amen.

% The people stand for the hymn as they are able.
The Great Thanksgiving: Enriching Our Worship Prayer I

Presider The Lord be with you.

People And also with you.

Presider Lift up your hearts.

People We lift them to the Lord.

Presider Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People Itis right to give God thanks and praise.

The Presider continues

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. Through Jesus Christ our Lord; who on the first day of the
week overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of

everlasting life.

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company
of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

[Said at 8:00, sung at 9:30]

Presider and People

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,

heaven and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.



[9:30 a.m. service] Sanctus S-125 Proulx
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Music: Richard T Proulx, © 1971, 1977, GIA Publications. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-700244. All
rights reserved.

% The people kneel or stand, as they are able.

The Presider continues

Blessed are you, gracious God,

creator of the universe and giver of life.

You formed us in your own image and called us to dwell in your infinite love.

You gave the world into our care
that we might be your faithful stewards
and show forth your bountiful grace.

But we failed to honor your image

in one another and in ourselves;

we would not see your goodness in the world around us;
and so we violated your creation,

abused one another,

and rejected your love. Yet you never ceased to care for us,
and prepared the way of salvation for all people.

10



Through Abraham and Sarah

you called us into covenant with you.

You delivered us from slavery

sustained us in the wilderness

and raised up prophets to renew your promise of salvation.
Then, in the fullness of time,

you sent your eternal Word,

made mortal flesh in Jesus.

Born into the human family,

and dwelling among us,

he revealed your glory.

Giving himself freely to death on the cross,
he triumphed over evil,

opening the way of freedom and life.

On the night before he died for us,

Our Savior Jesus Christ took bread,

and when he had given thanks to you,

he broke it, and gave it to his friends, and said:
“Take, eat: This is my Body which is given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.”

As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine,

and when he had given thanks,

he gave it to them, and said:

“Drink this, all of you:

This is my Blood of the new Covenant,

which is poured out for you and for all

for the forgiveness of sins.

Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”

Therefore, we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Presider and People
Christ has died.

Christ is risen.

Christ will come again.

The Presider continues

Remembering his death and resurrection,
we now present to you from your creation
this bread and this wine.

By your Holy Spirit may they be for us

the Body and Blood of our Savior Jesus Christ.
Grant that we who share these gifts

may be filled with the Holy Spirit

and live as Christ’s Body in the world.
Bring us into the everlasting heritage

of your daughters and sons,

11



that with all your saints,
past, present, and yet to come,
we may praise your Name for ever.

Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

to you be honor, glory, and praise,

for ever and ever. AMEN.

The Presider then continues
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

People and Presider

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,

for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread
% A period of silence is kept.

[8:00 a.m. service]
Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

Invitation to Communion

The gifts of God for the people of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and
feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

Prayer for those Participating Online

In union, O Lord, with your faithful people at every altar of your Church, where the Holy Eucharist is
now being celebrated, we desire to offer to you praise and thanksgiving. We remember your death,
Lord Christ; we proclaim your resurrection; we await your coming in glory. Since we cannot receive
you today in the Sacrament of your Body and Blood, we beseech you to come spiritually into our
heart. Cleanse and strengthen us with your grace, Lord Jesus, and let us never be separated from you.
May we live in you, and you in us, in this life and in the life to come. Amen.

Instructions Concerning Communion and Healing

You are invited to receive Holy Communion. Following the usher’s instructions, we begin with those
seated in the side sections, starting with the front pews. Please go to the back of the church and
proceed down the center aisle to the communion rail. Return to your seat using the outside aisles of
those sections. Those seated in the center sections, please come forward beginning with the back
pews using the center aisle and return using the diagonal aisles.
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Communion may be received kneeling or standing at the altar rails. The bread is received in the open
palm. (Gluten-free wafers are available). You may drink from the cup, or place your hand on the base
as a sign of devotion. Intinction, dipping the wafer into the wine, is also acceptable. Those who do
not wish to receive communion are invited to come forward for a blessing, indicated by crossing your
arms over your chest.

Communion can also be brought to you in the pews. Please communicate this request to an usher or
the clergy. The Healing team is available to offer healing prayers at the side of the church. Please tell
your healing minister if you have a specific prayer need and if you would like a laying on of hands,
just prayers or both.

[9:30 a.m. service]
Communion Hymn 652 Dear Lord and Father of mankind Rest

Post-Communion Prayer
% The people kneel or stand as they are able.

Presider and People

God of abundance,

you have fed us

with the bread of life and cup of salvation;
you have united us

with Christ and one another;

and you have made us one

with all your people in heaven and on earth.
Now send us forth

in the power of your Spirit,

that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world
and continue for ever

in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen.

The Blessing

[9:30 a.m. service]
Recessional Hymn 717 My country ‘tis of thee America

The Dismissal

Priest Let us go forth in the name of Christ.
People Thanks be to God.

[9:30 a.m. service]
Postlude Voluntary in G Major William Walond
Grave - Allegro

The worship is over * The service begins

13



Participating in Today’s Liturgy:

Preacher/Presider: The Rev. Mark Pendleton

Organist: Richard Benefield

Lector at 8:00 a.m.: Cary Einhaus

Intercessor at 8:00 a.m.:

Lector at 9:30 a.m.: Danielle Larson-Clark

Intercessor at 9:30 a.m.:

Eucharistic Minister at 8:00 a.m.:

Eucharistic Ministers at 9:30 a.m.: Nancy Fleming

Welcome Team/Usher: Wendy MacArthur-Keith, Donna McCay
Live Streaming Tech: Joe DiPalermo

Altar Guild: Jeannette McDonald, Patti Buck, Danielle Larson-Clark
Flower Delivery: Langdon Place

Hospitality: Hospitality Team

Rector's Discretionary Fund: The first Sunday of each month (today) the loose plate cash or
check offering/collection (not connected to pledges or general donations) will go towards this
fund that supports people in need.

The Rev. Nicole will be away on vacation from July 2 through July 18.

To make a donation, you are welcome to use this QR code from your smartphone.

This week at Christ Church

July 6-12
Sunday PSP Rehearsal 12:30 p.m.
Mon-Fri PSP Summer Session 9:00 a.m.
Tuesday Vestry 6 p.m. Offsite
PSP Rehearsal 3:30 p.m.
Wednesday PSP Rehearsal 3:30 p.m.
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CHRIST CHURCH
43 Pine St., Exeter, NH 03833

Phone: (603) 772-3332

E-mail: office@christchurchexeter.org

Office Hours: Mon, Tue, Thur 9 am. - 12 Noon, Weds 9 a.m. - 4 p.m. OFFICE CLOSED FRIDAYS

REcTOR
The Rev. Mark Pendleton

CURATE
The Rev. Nicole Benevenia

DIRECTOR OF Music & ORGANIST
Adam Peithmann

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT & SAFE CHURCH MINISTER
Darla Watt

BOOKKEEPER
Jason Mignone

ARTISTIC DIRECTOR OF PINE STREET PLAYERS
Lexi Meunier

[cell phone 860 490-8544]
mpendleton@christchurchexeter.org

nbenevenia@christchurchexeter.org

apeithmann@christchurchexeter.org

office@christchurchexeter.org

bookkeeper@christchurchexeter.org

thepinestreetplayers@gmail.com

VESTRY FOR 2025

Senior Warden

Junior Warden
Treasurer
Clerk
Scott Anders Susan Dixon

Blake Carrico
Juliette Gavin

John Woodard
Alice Bentley

Patricia Gianotti
Judy Blaisdell
Richard Ingram
John Cofer

Elizabeth Bauman
Cindy Eaton
Athens Pullias, Jr.
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